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FACULTY CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 
MINOR FORM 

 
Instructions: 

 Please fill out all of the portions of the form that are specified in section B.  You must do this before your 
request can move forward! 

 Remember that your changes will not be implemented until the next catalog year at the earliest. 
 If you have questions, please start by checking the detailed instructions on the website.  Please feel free to 

contact the committee chair with any remaining questions you might have. 
 
A. CONTACT INFORMATION. 
 

Name: Timothy Johnson  Phone: 953-3097   Email:   johnsonts@cofc.edu   
 
School: LCWA   Department or Program:  Classics  
 
Name and Acronym of Minor: Classics (CLAS) 

  
 
B. TYPE OF REQUEST.  Please check all that apply, then fill out the specified parts of the form. 

 
 Add a New Minor (complete all portions) 

 
 Change an Existing Minor (complete C, D, E, G, H, and I) 

  Add existing course or courses to requirements or electives 
  Add new course(s) to requirements or electives (attach completed course form for each) 
  Delete courses from requirements or electives 
 

 Terminate a Minor (complete E, G, H, and I) 
 

 
C. GENERAL INFORMATION. 
 

Number of Current Credit Hours (for existing minors): 18   
Number of Proposed Credit Hours (for new or changing minors): 18   
 
Catalog year in which changes will take effect: FALL 2014   
 

 Interdisciplinary (please see guidelines on the Curriculum Committee website and include acknowledgments from 
relevant departments) 
 
According to academic policy, students may not obtain a major/concentration and minor in the same subject.  Will 
students in specific majors be prohibited from declaring this minor because of this policy? 
X  Yes—Which major(s) or concentration(s)? Classics BA 
____ No  

 
D. CURRICULUM.  For a changed minor, please list every change you are making below AND attach the current 
catalog entry for this minor (from the Minor Requirements section) with changes marked in RED.  Additions should 
show where the course will be inserted, deletions should be noted by crossing out the course, and moves indicated with 
arrows.  Distinguish between required and elective courses, and note any prerequisites, co-requisites, sequencing, or 
other restrictions.  For each new course, submit the Curriculum Committee’s Course Form and a sample syllabus.  For 
a new program, please submit the complete curriculum and catalog description exactly as they should appear in the 
catalog. 
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New Courses: 
• CLAS 223: Aegean Prehistory:  
This course introduces the cultures of the Aegean Basin from the Palaeolithic through Late Bronze Age, including the 
Mycenaean and Minoan civilizations. By taking this course a student will learn about the foundational period and cultures 
for Classical civilizations. 
 *Elective 
 **Prerequisites: None 
▪ CLAS 225: The Archaeology of Athens: 
An in-depth exploration of the physical remains of Athens from the Prehistoric through Roman periods.  Specific focus will 
be placed on how these remains increase our understanding of social, economic, and political developments through time. 
 *Elective 
 **Prerequisites: None 
▪ CLAS 226: The Archaeology of Rome  

This course explores the development of Rome as a major city and archaeological site from its Iron Age beginnings to its 
height as an imperial capital. Detailed study of the archaeological remains demonstrates how cities change over time and 
how social and political trends shape the urban landscape. 

 *Elective 
 **Prerequisites: None 
▪ CLAS 320: State Formation in the Mediterranean World:  
This course explores how complex states developed within the Greco-Roman World.  These centuries of transformation are 
a means to understand better the polis-system of socio-political organization, as well as the processes by which societies form. 
 *Elective 
 **Prerequisites: One of the following courses (CLAS 101, 102, 104, 105, 220-229; ANTH 202; ARTH 214, 215; 
 HIST 231, 232; INTL 100) or instructor permission 
▪ CLAS 322: Mediterranean Landscapes:  
This course explores the history, theories, and methods of landscape archaeology and the ways in which it is used to 
interpret the social, economic, and political structures of the Mediterranean world. 
 *Elective 
 **Prerequisites: One of the following courses (CLAS 101, 102, 104, 105, 220-229; ANTH 202; ARTH 214, 215; 
 HIST 231, 232) or permission of the instructor 
▪ CLAS 324: Ancient Mediterranean Economies:  
This course explores the economic systems of the ancient Mediterranean world.  Students will learn theoretical models used 
to explain past economic transactions, useful for cross-cultural economic comparisons.  Case studies drawn from the ancient 
Mediterranean will illustrate the approaches used to conceptualize the ancient economy and the types of evidence available. 
 *Elective 
 **Prerequisites: One of the following courses (CLAS 101, 102, 104, 105, 220-229; ANTH 202; ARTH 214, 215; 
 HIST 231, 232) or permission of the instructor 
▪ CLAS 343: Luxury and Status in Ancient Rome: 
An exploration of ancient Roman perceptions of luxury and status by examination of relevant literary works and material 
remains. Students will utilize archaeological and literary evidence to consider Roman attitudes towards excess, moderation, 
and status, especially as they pertain to social, cultural, and political contexts. 
 *Elective 
 *Prerequisites: 3 semester hours in Classics or permission of the instructor. 
▪ CLAS 345: Love, Beauty, and Sexuality in the Greco-Roman World: 
An examination of the intersection of love, beauty, and sexuality in the Greco-Roman world as represented in literary 
sources and material remains. Genres include philosophy, tragedy, poetry, and letters; thematic topics include physical 
beauty, divine and physical love, homoeroticism, gender roles, religion, politics, and class.  
 *Elective 
 *Prerequisites: 3 semester hours in Classics, or WGST 200, or permission of the instructor. 
▪ CLAS 356: Ancient Roman Letters: 
Students explore themes and topics of Roman daily life through analysis of letters written by Cicero, Horace, Pliny and 
others; texts also include Christian authors and papyrus/tablet remains from Egypt and Britain. The study of letters will  
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include theoretical approaches and their relationship to modern electronic communication and social media. 
 *Elective 
 *Prerequisites: 3 semester hours in Classics or permission of the instructor. 

 
E. RATIONALE AND EXPLANATION.  Please provide a narrative addressing the request you are making and why you 
are making it.  In addition, for a new minor, please address its objectives, provide evidence of student interest (e. g. 
interviews with student focus groups, enrollment in special-topics courses in this area), and explain how the minor supports 
the liberal arts tradition as well as the mission of the institution.   

 
Over the past several years Classics has offered special topics courses in the areas of Classical civilization, culture, and 
archaeology (CLAS) to test how best to coordinate and expand our programming in these areas. Enclosed are proposals for 
courses that we have offered up to three times and are now requesting to regularize. These courses represent major topic 
areas important for a major/minor in Classics, but will also appeal broadly to students interested in culture and societies. 
Within the topics they are designed to supplement existing courses and reflect the progression of 200-300 levels. 

F. STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ASSESSMENT.   
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
What will students know and be able to do when they complete 
the minor?  Attach a Curriculum Map.  

Assessment Method and Performance Expected 
How will each outcome be measured? Who will be assessed, when, 
and how often? How well should students be able to do on the 
assessment?  

1. Knowledge. Develop an annotated bibliography and 
abstract that demonstrates a working knowledge of the 
primary resources for research in the field and assesses how 
they would apply to a particular question. 

 

This outcome will be assessed in a CLAS course at the 200 
level. We would like 90% to achieve an adequate or above 
rating and 60% a good rating or above. 

2. Writing. Compose a clear, cogent, and substantial 
research paper (8-10 pages), identifying relevant secondary 
literature and developing a rational argument. 

 

This outcome will be assessed in a CLAS course at the 200 
level. We would like 70% to achieve an adequate or above 
rating on this outcome. 

How does this minor align with the student learning outcomes articulated for the major, program, or general education? What program-
level outcome or outcomes does it support? Is the content or skill introduced, reinforced, or demonstrated in this minor?  
 
The above outcomes and assessment methods are an extension of those required for general education courses in the humanities. They 
are demonstrated with more specific topics in the field and occur at the intermediate level (CLAS 200), but are a step below the 
assessment/performative level required for a major (CLAS 401).    
 
 

 
 
G. IMPACT ON EXISTING PROGRAMS AND COURSES.  Please describe the impact of this request on other 
programs and courses.  If you are deleting a minor, please identify all programs that will be affected.  If you are adding or 
changing a minor, please explain any overlap with existing programs at the College. 
 
There is no impact on other departments or programs. 
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H. COSTS.  List all of the new costs or cost savings (including new faculty/staff requests, library, equipment, etc.) associated 
with your request. 
     None 
 
I. CHECKLIST. 

 
  I have completed all relevant parts of the form. 

 
  I have attached a cover letter that describes my request and lists all the documents I am submitting. 

 
  I have attached a Course Form for each newly-created or modified course. 

 
  (For proposals that affect other departments in any way) I have attached an acknowledgement from the relevant 

department.  
 

  I have provided the complete curriculum for the minor, including the description and course list, exactly as it 
should appear in the catalog. 
 

  I have submitted one Signature Form that lists all of the different forms I am submitting. 
 




























































































































































































































































































